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But Eanga Pillai was obliged to make a further
contribution, which ho could only provide by
borrowing. A certain amount was got together
by these forced loans ; but it was not much.
Pondichory had never been wealthy, save
perhaps for those two fat years when Duploix;
succeeded for a brief and transient moment in
winning fortune to his side. Ever since the
town had been steadily decaying. What
riches there were were concentrated in the
hands of a few Company's servants and their
dubashes; and on those sources Lally never
succeeded in laying hands, much as lie desired
to. As a last resort, a committee was appoint-
ed by a great council of notables to collect
what could be got from the European inhabit-
ants. Some plate was collected and sent to
the mint; but here too no great resources were
to bo found. No one, Indian or European,
was willing to lend money to a ruined Com-
pany.

Money and other valuables might be sent
away or hidden. The last pages of Banga
Pillai's own Diary are concerned with the
arrangements which ho made to send some
money and jewels belonging to his women-folk
out of Pondichory to tho Dutch settlement of
Sadras, whither they were conveyed by the
masula-boat carrying Robert Slopor, an Eng-
lish Company's servant who had been captured